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CCHOLERA 

OOn October 21, 2010, cholera wass confirmedd in the Arttibonite reg gion of Haitii. The nextt day, in 
rresponse to the Governmment of Haitti’s formal reequest for asssistance, U .S. Ambassaador to Haiti Kenneth 
HH. Merten isssued a disasster declarattion. The U .S. Centers ffor Disease CControl and Prevention and U.S. 
AAgency for I nternational Developm ent worked with Haiti’ss Ministry oof Health annd the Pan AAmerican 
HHealth Organnization to s et up a coorrdinated crissis center in Port‐au‐Prinnce. 

UUpon confirmmation of th e disease, thhe U.S. Goveernment: 
Immeediately respponded withh funding foor emergenccy supplies, iincluding blaankets, buckkets, and 
cleanning and disi nfectant suppplies. 
USAIDD’s partnerss began disttributing chl orine waterr purificationn treatmentts, soap, eduucational 
pampphlets, and ooral rehydrattion salts in cholera‐affeected areas. 
Within a week oof the outb reak, 12 ch olera treatmment faciliti es were beeing built too support 
isolattion and treaatment of caases and preepare for thee potential s pread of thee disease. 
By eaarly Decembber, 162 choolera treatment facilitiess were operrating with aapproximateely 5,900 
beds for cholera treatment ccountrywide. 

BBy early Jannuary 2011 , the U.S. GGovernmentt provided expertise aand more thhan $41 m illion, to 
ssupport chollera preventtion and respponse activiities, targetiing the needds outlined i n the Unitedd Nations 
CCholera Inte r‐Sector Ressponse Strat egy for Haitii. 

Thesee efforts in clude suppoort for chollera treatmeent facilitie s, improvemments to w ater and 
sanitaation, medi cal suppliess and servicces, and infoormation caampaigns thhat teach thhe public 
about cholera pr evention an d treatmentt. 
Addittionally, thee U.S. Goveernment annd its partnners are traaining medi cal staff in n cholera 
surveeillance and monitoring. 

TThe U.S. Govvernment’s ppost‐earthquuake water aand sanitatioon initiativees included innstalling latrrines and 
wwash stationns, and pre‐ppositioning nnon‐food reliief commod ities throughhout Haiti. 

TThese effortts, in additioon to the ovverall rapid response too the outbreeak, have hhelped to sloow down 
tthe severity of the outbbreak in Porrt‐au‐Prince,, where it wwas initially feared to sppread quicklly due to 
tthe large nummber of dispplaced Haitiaans living in cclose quarteers. 

CChallenges Ahead 
TThe Governmment of Haitti anticipatess that there will be a siggnificant choolera presennce for severral years; 
tthe outbreakk is expectedd to grow in the comingg weeks and months. Thhe United Sttates will conntinue to 
ssupport the Governmennt of Haiti to provide the people of Haiti w ith adequatte medical ccare and 
pprevention mmeasures neecessary to reeduce the immpact of choolera. 

Jaanuary 2011 


